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       INTRODUCTION
Welcome to the Painting and Decorating Association’s Design 
Guide to Wallpapering. 

PDA painting and decorating professionals have a wealth of 
knowledge and information to give you the confidence to make 
the right decisions… first time. 

TalkingTalking to your PDA decorator at the very start of your 
wallpaper planning project will be the best step you take on the 
journey to an amazing new home-style look. 

We hope you find this step-by-step guide useful. 

(Neil Ogilvie, PDA Chief Executive) 

WHY WALLPAPER?
For more than 500 years wallpaper has adorned the walls of our 
homes – from the aristocracy of the Tudor era through to the Victorian 
splendour of William Morris’s hand-printed designs; we Brits just love 
the decorative beauty and individuality of pattern. 

OurOur homes are still very much our castles and decorating each room 
with care and attention, to create a unique look and feel, remains easily 
achievable with just a flourish of wallpaper. 

It is probably the easiest way to make a true style statement in a room 
- it says we are bold, individual and have flair.
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CHOOSING WALLPAPER – THE 
FIRST STEPS
When deciding whether to bring a new design statement into your 
home décor, considering the basics is important:

•• If you live in an older property remember that walls need to be 
well-prepared to ensure the new wall covering looks at its best. It may 
need skimming with plaster, however, often imperfections can be 
covered up with good quality backing paper.

•• If there is already paper on your walls it will, of course, need to be 
stripped. This should be done with great care; you do not want to dis-
turb the plaster too.  Best to seek professional advice before you ven-
ture down this route. 

• Budget too is important to consider at the outset. Visit decorating 
stores which stock a wide variety of styles and price ranges, such as 
Brewers Decorating Centres, Crown Decorating Centres and Dulux 
Decorating Centres. Alternatively, many decorators will bring sample 
books to your home.  Feel the texture and quality of the paper to 
enable you to make an informed decision about your price point. 

If you live in an older property remember that walls need to be 
well-prepared to ensure the new wall covering looks at its best. It 
may need skimming with plaster, however, often imperfections can 
be covered up with good quality backing paper.

IfIf there is already paper on your walls it will, of course, need to be 
stripped. This should be done with great care; you do not want to 
disturb the plaster too.  Best to seek professional advice before you 
venture down this route. 

BudgetBudget is one of the most important factors and needs to be 
considered carefully. It’s vital to research the cost of different kinds 
of wallpaper so you can make an informed decision on your price 
point. Look at a wide variety of styles and prince ranges and 
consider the quality and texture as well. 
 

PAGE 2

© Image: Axus Decor



DESIGN BY ROOM 
Wallpaper is often used for different effects in rooms throughout 
our homes. It can be a bold style statement, an artistic backdrop or 
a calming oasis. 
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LIVING ROOMS
TheThe lounge is the most popular room for wallpaper – it is where we 
can wow our friends with our style. It is also where we can experiment 
with the greatest confidence – by choosing a single statement wall or 
chimney breast. If you are new to wallpaper, consider this as the safest 
bet for your first project – a small space to cover yet with maximum 
impact.

TheThe key is to go for contrast. However, unless you are planning a 
whole-room and furniture makeover remember to choose a colour 
which you already have accents of in your room. It could be 
complementary to the curtains, a rug, or even favourite cushions.  

The knowledge that you already love these colours means you are 
more likely to enjoy living with the same colour scheme on your walls. 

WALL MURALS
ToTo make a real statement, take a look at the latest trend in wallpaper – 
the all-in-one mural. 

A striking way to introduce photographic or artistic elements into a 
room, wallpaper murals are increasingly popular in homes and 
businesses across the UK. 

With everything from exotic scenes and cityscapes to 
cultural icons and abstract art, the wallpaper mural adds
a new dimension to interior design. a new dimension to interior design. 

As the mural arrives in one complete piece it can be 
difficult install, so to achieve a fantastic finish be sure 
to call in a professional painter and decorator. 

Mural wallpapers bring a striking artistic element to 
a room, as shown by the Timepiece Amethyst Bespoke 
Mural from Graham & Brown.



BEDROOMS 
We retreat to our bedrooms as a haven from the 
stresses of our daily lives which means wallpaper in 

the bedroom tends to be a more muted and quiet affair. 

YouYou can achieve a sense of calm and uniformity by wallpapering the 
entire room, although a statement wall behind the bed can be a great 
feature and frame to the room’s most important piece of furniture.

A calming colour palette from Little Greene
https://www.littlegreene.com/inspiration/lauderdale-bedroom

For a more muted statement chimney breast try this 
Little Greene 20th Century Papers collection.

Image from: https://www.littlegreene.com/wallpaper/collec-
tion/20th-century-papers
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Bold and beautiful design to frame the bed, the Palais range from 
Graham and Brown.

Image from: 
https://www.grahambrown.com/uk/palais-green-and-copper-wallpaper/112190-master.html#star
t=1&cgid=shop-all-wallpaper

HALLWAYS 
WallpaperWallpaper does not have to be about bright patterns and statement 
walls. In the hallway it can be a hard-wearing, yet ultimately stylish 
welcome to your home. 

Our halls often need practical solutions to keep them looking fresh, and 
sometimes it is worth revisiting traditional favourites such as dado or 
chair rails.

HallwaysHallways are also great indoor spaces to get creative and explore colour 
and pattern as they are high traffic, low dwell-time areas.

Take a look at the Albany range at Brewers Decorator Centres.

Images from: https://www.brewers.co.uk/brands/albany-wallpapers

Albany Amur in Cream Albany Deco Flowers in Green Albany Wild Palms in Grey



KITCHEN DINERS AND 
BATHROOMS  
Wallpaper is the friend of every room in the house. While hardwearing 
paints are more practical for the high use areas, statement walls can still 
be a stunning addition to these spaces. Bold vertical stripes give height 
and stature to a room, or for an up-to-the-minute design twist, quite 
literally turn the tables and use it to create horizontal stripes.

Image from:  Image from:  
https://www.grahambrown.com/uk/figaro-yellow-wallpa-
per/106350-master.html#start=1&cgid=dining-room

Image from: https://www.littlegreene.com/wallpa-
per/collection/national-trust-collection
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       FINAL TIPS: 
Choose a design you know you can live with for a long time. 
Wallpaper is perhaps more of an investment piece that paint – 
it takes time and expertise to hang it to perfection.  Think of 
your statement wall and particularly the new mural designs as 
a piece of artwork. 

TryTry before you buy: just as you would use a tester pot to trial 
paint colours, make sure you hang wallpaper samples in situ 
for a while. Place samples behind your main furnishings at eye 
level. It is a big decision and one that must be right first time – 
undoing a wallpaper disaster is a big task.

TalkTalk to a professional: while most DIYers will feel confident 
tackling painting projects or preparing a surface, wallpapering 
is a significant step up in terms of skill. 

Consider bringing in a painter and decorator to ensure the 
project has the professional polish to be proud of. They are 
trained to guide you through the whole process from decision 
making to the final paper cut. 

TheThe Painting and Decorating Association is the UK’s premier 
trade and employers' association for painting and decorating 
contractors. 

To find a member of the Painting and Decorating Association 
in your area, click here.

info@paintingdecoratingassociation.co.uk 
+44 (0) 2476 353 776
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