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       INTRODUCTION
It’s never more important for your home to feel welcoming 
than during the festive season.

It’s the time of year when unexpected guests can call on a 
moments’ notice and the pressure to deliver a picture-perfect 
celebration is ramped up to the max.

FamiliesFamilies are ready to celebrate, guests are expected and a 
shabby household appearance can really take the shine off 
your celebrations.

This new guide from the Painting and Decorating Association 
(PDA) sets out some key considerations to help you feel 
confident in your décor decisions.

PDAPDA professionals have a wealth of knowledge and skill you can 
draw on, which is why the best first step is to select an 
experienced, insured and trusted professional to help you plan 
the perfect project.

(Neil Ogilvie, PDA Chief Executive) 
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Thinking festive
Householders across the UK plan a refresh of their paintwork or a 
complete overhaul ahead of the festive season - knowing that their 
decorations and celebrations will be enhanced by scuff-free walls and 
gleaming gloss.

AndAnd for many, a renewal of the existing colour scheme is an essential 
part of the annual preparations for Diwali, Hanukkah or Christmas.

No matter how many decorations you put up, dingy corners and 
shabby walls will still be visible to your visitors, so as the festive season 
approaches, consider what you really need to improve and get your 
painter and decorator booked in as quickly as possible.

Find the right person for the job. 
MostMost homes will have a ‘spot’ where the Christmas tree fits just right, 
the menorah becomes the focal point or traditional flowers, door 
hangings and candles are perfectly placed every year.

How you decorate your home for the festive season is an important 
factor – you don’t want the centrepiece of your celebrations to blend in 
with the wallpaper, or clash with the paintwork!

ConsiderConsider where your decorations are likely to go and plan around 
them – after all, those spaces that are ‘empty’ for much of the year tend 
to be pressed into use for other events such as birthdays, parties and 
family visits.

TheseThese are also the areas where a pristine finish may be more 
important that a bold pattern, stunning artwork or statement furniture 
– creating a calming ‘blank’ space that can become the ideal backdrop 
to your festive fun.
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Living room
The most commonly-redecorated space in the house - the living room 
- is also where your guests are likely to spend the most time during 
their visit.

If you’re planning to up-date your look, consult with your painter and 
decorator on options for paint colour and wallpaper.

TheyThey will have the skills and experience to help you choose a fresh 
new scheme that compliments your existing furnishings while giving 
the appearance of a complete overhaul.

For a major make-over, their knowledge can be invaluable in making 
sure you achieve the look you want.

It’sIt’s also vital to seek advice from your PDA professional on the kind of 
finish you require. Uneven or flawed surfaces – common in older 
properties – may benefit from a matt paint, while darker rooms can be 
brightened by the use of a satin coating that will reflect light.

ROOM BY ROOM
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Kitchen/Dining room
If you’re hosting Christmas Dinner or any 
festive feast, you want your guests to feel 
welcomed when coming to sit at your 
table.

And,And, if you’re cooking for guests, it’s crucial 
that your kitchen looks and feels fresh and 
clean.

If you have an open kitchen-diner, or are likely to 
have ‘helpers’ while preparing the festive feast, a 

kitchen that sparkles helps put your guests at ease.
PaintPaint in the kitchen needs to be durable and wipeable, making it easy 
for you to clean as you go and tackle any slips or spills while putting 
together your culinary masterpiece.

AndAnd if you’re cramming extra people around the table, it’s essential to 
maximise the feeling of space in your dining room. The table will 
already be laden with cutlery, decorations, napkins and extra dishes, 
so it’s important to ensure the rest of the room doesn’t feel cluttered 
or claustrophobic.
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Guest bedroom
If your guests end up sleeping in a little-used and unloved spare room, 
their seasonal stay is unlikely to be the success you were hoping for.

AA neutral colour scheme is often a good choice for a guest bedroom, 
giving a feeling of cleanliness and calm, as well as offering you greater 
flexibility in the accessories you use – so if you want to add a festive 
throw or a mini Christmas tree, you can!

AA statement wallpaper, or wallpaper mural, are great ways to make 
guests feel special – and to experiment with bolder décor choices 
before committing to a striking look in the high-traffic areas of your 
home.

PAGE 5



Book ahead – painting and decorating professionals are busy in the 
run up to the festive season, so book your slot now.

Décor and decorations – if you’re planning to redecorate for a 
show-stopping festive feel in your home, remember to think 
carefully about how your new décor will look year-round as well. 

DiscussDiscuss with your decorator - an experienced professional will help 
you understand where wallpaper will work best, decide on paint 
colour and finish and any additional requirements such as 
specialised paint effects or wipeable surfaces.

GoGo low - when putting up decorations use low-tack options rather 
than sticky tape, strong-tack adhesive or drawing pins. You don’t 
want to have a freshly decorated home in time for Christmas, only 
to damage areas of paint or wallpaper when taking the decorations 
down in January!

PickPick a professional - make sure the decorator you choose is 
insured, trained and experienced. It can be costly to fix a poor job of 
work, but also takes time. Professional painters and decorators are 
busy right up to Christmas and may not be able to fit in a repair job 
– leaving you with a decorating disaster which could put a 
dampener on the entire festive season.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

HINTS AND TIPS
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       A LAST WORD: 
There’s something particularly joyful about welcoming your 
loved ones into a home that is both stylish and inviting.

WhetherWhether you’re inviting family round for Diwali, Hanukkah or 
Christmas, these special occasions that bring family and 
friends together are perfect to reveal a show-stopping 
make-over.

PDAPDA members are experienced, insured and trusted 
professionals backed by a national trade body and committed 
to a Code of Practice which ensures you will get a quality job at 
a reasonable price.

Find a PDA member in your area at 
www.paintingdecoratingassociation.co.uk/find
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