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       INTRODUCTION
Throughout our lives, what we want from our home changes. 
Growing families, empty nests, work re-locations and even our 
hobbies and interests can dictate the amount of space we need 
at home.

Sometimes,Sometimes, these things are the driving force behind a house 
move, but often, remodelling the layout or adding an 
extension, offers the extra space required.

AA home extension is a major project requiring skilled 
professionals to create fresh and exciting additional space. 
Builders, plumbers and electricians are all essential to any 
extension project, but much of their effort is hidden behind 
pristine plaster as work draws to a close.

So,So, after weeks of dust, noise and disruption, it’s essential to 
have a professional painter and decorator at the ready to 
provide the final flourish to the completed build.

This guide outlines key considerations for achieving a flawless 
finish to your new-look home.

(Neil Ogilvie, PDA Chief Executive) 
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FIRST STEPS
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Pick a professional 
Trusting someone to come into your home to do a great job is a big 
commitment. Seeking recommendations from friends is great, but 
make sure you do your own checks too. 

The easiest way to do this is to make sure your tradesperson is 
industry accredited. 

AllAll Painting and Decorating Association members are committed to 
doing a professional job at a fair price.

They have had at least five years’ experience in the trade and/or hold 
recognised professional qualifications. They can also provide you with 
references and feedback from satisfied customers and have public 
liability insurance for your peace of mind. Use this as the benchmark 
for checking your tradesperson’s credentials. 
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Letting in light 
Alterations to your home will inevitably bring 
changes to the way natural light enters your 

existing rooms. An extension could leave current 
spaces darker, while the addition of new bi-fold doors 

could highlight features that were previously less visible. 

TheThe amount of natural light and where it is cast through the day is an 
important factor in choosing your décor. Liaise with a painting and 
decorating professional for advice on colour and paint finishes such as 
eggshell or matt, as well as wallpapers and specialist effects.

Focus on flooring 
It’sIt’s much harder to visualise the flooring you have planned when it 
hasn’t been laid yet, but the tone and style of your flooring needs to sit 
well next to your chosen wall covering. 

The texture of carpet could clash with embossed wallpaper, while 
sleek clean lines on both walls and floor could feel clinical rather than 
cosy. Use samples of flooring against paint colours to help you see 
how they go together. 

It’sIt’s best to use quite a large area of wall to test a paint colour, so before 
work starts it can be a good idea to try out colours in an area with 
similar light that is due to be redecorated once work is complete.

KEY 
CONSIDERATIONS
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Select a style 
Trends in interior design are ever-evolving. Stay current by investing in 
a selection of interiors magazines and researching the differing styles 
and trends as well as picking out elements and ideas that appeal to 
you. 

It’sIt’s important to feel good in your home, so don’t go for fashion over 
enjoyment, but pinpoint areas where you can showcase your style 
without compromising on comfort.

Be bold 
TheThe introduction of a new zone to your home is the perfect time to 
make a statement. Wallpaper is one way to do this – a bold pattern of 
colour is both eye-catching and dramatic, while one-piece wallpaper 
murals bring an artistic element into your design. 

PaintPaint effects such marbling or Trompe l’Oeil can immediately add 
impact, while geometric paintwork or statement colour ceilings can all 
create a stunning effect. All of these require a high level of skill, so for 
optimum results, engage a professional painter and decorator.
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Target trims 
Choosing the colour scheme for a remodelled area or new extension 
is the fun part, but have you thought about trims such as coving and 
skirting boards? Redecoration may be also be needed in adjoining 
areas, particularly if an extension is being added. 

NewNew doorways and windows will need considering along with 
architrave and window sills. White gloss is a common choice for trims, 
but water-based alternatives and different finishes are also available.

Heritage home 
ShouldShould the new complement or contrast with the old? Older 
properties can reveal a host of unexpected surprises, from ancient 
architectural features that need to be preserved, to unexpectedly 
dodgy wiring and wonky walls. 

If your extension aims to blend into the fabric of your heritage building, 
then your décor needs to do the same. 

ConsultConsult a professional painter and decorator for advice on specialist 
paint finishes and effects that can enhance your original features and 
the character of your property. 

Conversely, it can be beneficial to clearly delineate the old and the 
new, so fresh, bolder décor can be used to that effect. It can be a tricky 
balance to pull off, so liaise with a professional and pick up some ideas 
in advance.
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       A LAST WORD: 
Whether you’ve lived-in while work was going on, or escaped 
the disruption, there’s no denying that any major renovation 
requires the time, dedication, skills and talents of your 
construction crew.

AndAnd their efforts to create your new space are all too often 
hidden behind newly-plastered walls, just waiting for the final 
touch.

This is the point where it seems easy to cut corners and go for 
the cheapest option, but this can prove a false economy.
TheThe final décor, whether its paint, wallpaper, or both, brings 
your new room to life. Pristine plaster will not hide smudged 
edges, accidental gouge marks or ill-applied paper.

To present your vision – and the work of your construction 
team – in the best light, choose a professional painter and 
decorator who can help and advise you in achieving a flawless 
finish for your new space.

To talk to a PDA member in your area visit To talk to a PDA member in your area visit 
www.paintingdecoratingassociation.co.uk/find
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