Summary of Required Skills for Painting & Decorating Competitions
Junior Level
Competitors at Junior level are usually beginning their painting and decorating training. Skills expected reflect introductory competence, safe working habits, and the ability to complete basic decorative tasks to a good standard.
Skills required:
· The ability to maintain a tidy and hazard-free workspace
· Produce basic hand-painted decorative effects (e.g. borders, stencilling)
· Cutt-in to lines
· Achieve even roller/brush application
· Follow instructions
· Transfer measurements from drawing
· Mark guidelines with spirit levels, chalk lines, and pencils
· Complete tasks in a logical sequence
· Time management at a beginner level
· Produce clean work with attention to edges and finish

Senior Level
Senior competitors are expected to have more advanced practical competence, problem-solving ability, accuracy, and finish quality. Skills reflect higher-level training and readiness for workplace standards.

Skills required:
· Produce sharp, clean edges by cutting in
· Achieve a uniform finish with minimal defects
· The correct application of water-based products
· Apply complex hand-painted decorative effects (e.g. borders, stencilling)
· Basic colour mixing and understanding finishes
· Setting out decorative panels and geometric designs accurately
· Reading more detailed specifications
· Planning work sequences effectively
· Clean, accurate, competition-level finish
· Efficient work practices
· Ability to work independently to tight time constraints

